THE   GREAT   WAR   OP   1914-1918
German intervention on the side of the Boers if only
the Kaiser had had a navy at his disposal.
In 1898 he set to work to supply this deficiency in
his offensive armaments, and Britain watched with
growing anxiety the building across the North Sea of
this formidable challenge to her command of the sea.
Now command of the sea, as Herr Hitler admits, was,
except for purposes of aggression, an expensive luxury
to Germany; but it was and is to Great Britain
the condition not only of the maintenance of her
Empire, but of her own mere existence. The Boer
War, which broke out in 1899, provided the occa-
sion for another outburst of anti-British fury on the
part of Germany. The Kaiser strove to form a
European coalition to secure Britain's defeat and dis-
memberment ; but suspicion of his ultimate designs
prevented both France and Russia from yielding to
his persuasions. He used the occasion, however,
to secure the Navy Law of 1900, which was
avowedly directed against the British maritime
supremacy.
The death of Queen Victoria in 1901 removed the
last check upon the Kaiser's hostility to the British
Empire, and increasingly from that date onward
British statesmen, British diplomats, British consuls,
and British merchants, found themselves opposed
all over the world by agents of the unfriendly
and unscrupulous German Reich. King Edward VH
and his ministers clearly perceived the danger in
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